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Washington—Tha director of central
intelligence told Congress yesterday the
administration has no objection to the
public’s knowing the total cost of gather-
ing information abroad. But anything
inore than
Turner, who, heads the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, could be used by other gov-
srnments {o determine how the United
States conducts such operations.
. It would be “a powerful weapon” in
hestile hands, he said. -
. 'Admiral Turner, who leit the 6th Fleet
to take over the CIA, testified before a
Senate subcommittee, which will decide
how rauch of the combined intelligence
budzet to make public. The committee,
under the chairmanship of-Senator Wil-

am D, Hathaway (D., Maine), has sched-
pled two days of heanpgs bemre i an-

20nCes 3 decmon

that, said. Adm. Stansfield

It appeared likely that the Senate
would go along with President Carter,
however, Admiral Turner said the Presi-
dent “has directed that I not object to your
releasing {o the public the single, overall
budget figure of the U.S. inteiligence com-
munity.” Unofficial estimates have put
that figure as high as $4 billion, including
the cost of such expensive apparatus as
spy satellites and the operation of the Na-
tional Security Agency.

Three former CIA directors—William

- -L. Colby, Richard M. Helms and George

Bush—opposed the disclosure of any intel-
ligence budget figures. Mr, Colby warned

‘that release of an overall figure would

lead to persistent demands for greater de-
tail.

will be losing much of the value of the
sums appropriated for these intelligence
activities;” he sazd in_@ggdL_tye current

e

- doa favor for an oid fnend -

: jhdament " he said, even if they were

tisclosure of

“I believe that in a very short time we A

- als. Admiral Turner, who did pot identify

345 it I
ioia
hearings are the result of congressional ;
‘pressure which followed disclosure that
the CIA had violated dor"asuc law and its
fnandate abroad.

Gn an unrelated issue, the mteﬂx'-mnce
director confirmed a report that he had
forced the rwa:zatwrv of two middle-layel
CIA employees for helping former col-
leagues obtain: explosive devices for sale
overseas,

What they had done, he said, was make
it easier for former employees to obtain
explosive-timing devices to sell to a for-
eign vovc*mment—reportedly Libya. The
sellers ‘would not have released the equip-
ment, he explained, had they not thought
they were serving che agency. :

In a report yest terday, the Washmgton‘
Post identified the inst tigator of thesale as!
Edwin P. Wilson, a former CI\ emplovee'
who operates a covcultmg firm in Wash-|
ington. Admirai Turner said the employ-:

ces who were forced out were “trymv to

But they also <bowed “a lacx of vood
“capable, dedicated, patr.ofxc’ individu-
tne employees, said he had reported the

episode to the President and to other sen-.
ior intelligence officials. e

Mr. Fat‘naway’s commlttee appeared
to be leaning toward the reiease of some

* “budget figure. The question was how de-

tailed it WOU]d be. Most members of tne '
subcommittee appeared {o be inclined to !

* go along with the President’s lack of |

. ob;ectlons to an overall figure disclosure. |

Senator Barry M. Goldwater (R, Arizy ! P

- 'said the release of a total figure did not
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appear to be dangnrous “although I would
opposeit.”




